
^9)^-^Qfferirig said commodity at said second tier for sale at a fourth price; 
wherein said fourth price is a fanrtiorTufartea price anj lsartfthird pncer— - 



5 "-Ai (Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein ownership of said insurance instrument is not 

w 



transferred to saitheustomer. 



4. (Amended) The method of claim 2, wherein ownership of salSTHSuraoce^ instrument is 



9>7Amended) A method for managing the sale of a tier-priced commodity over a computer 



^ / network comprising the steps of: 




displaying to a customer on a display associated with a customer computer 
a price for a tier^ced commodity; wherein said commodity has at least a first tier and a 
second tier in its pricing^ucture; wherein said second tier has at least one associated 
risk; 

b) receiving a request to pur^h^se said tier-priced commodity on a seller 
computer connected to said buyer computer via a^emnputer network; 

c) selling said tier-priced commodity to saiabi^tomer; and 

d) transferring to said customer the right to receive msm-ance indemnification 
against loss due to the at least one associated risk if said commodity sold^said customer 
is from said second tier. 
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1^. (Twice Amended) The method of claim 9, wherein said insurance instrument is designed to 
protect against lnss^sSTFt^atedjarith interrup tions in the delivery of said s econd tierj^ mtmrdify. 

1 1 . (Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the price of said insurance instrument is based 
upon one or more factors associated with saHl customer. 

(^12^(A^ A system for managing the sale of a tier-priced commodity over a computer 

networK^mprising: 

a first computer; 

b) a^cond computer connected to said first computer by a computer 
network; 

c) commodity datastorage accessible to said second computer comprising at 
least one tier-priced commodity havingittvkast a first tier and a second tier; and 

d) insurance instrument data storage^aqcessible to said second computer 
comprising at least one financial instrument designed tohidemnify against at least one 
risk associated with purchasing said commodity from said secontktier.. 



13. (Amended) A method for managing the sale of a tier-priced commodity comprising^ the 
steps of: 

a) determining a first price for a commodity at a first tier from a first source^ 
for a customer; 

b) determining a second price for said commodity at a second tier from said 



^Srsfsource for said custorBerr^ 
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c) determining a third price for a first insurance instrument designed to 
indemnify said customer against loss resulting from at least one risk associated with 
purchasing said commodity from said second tier from said first source; 

d) \ determining a fourth price for said commodity at a first tier from a second 
source for saidscustomer; 

e) determining a fifth price for said commodity at a second tier from said 
second source for said customer. 

f) determiningasixth price for a second insurance instrument designed to 
indemnify said customer againsNoss resulting from at least one risk associated with 
purchasing said commodity from said second tier from said second source; and 

g) displaying to said customfer the lowest of said first price, the sum of said 
second price and said third price, said fourtnvprice and the sum of said fifth price and said 
sixth price. 



14. (Amended) A method for managing the sale of a tier-price^ commodity comprising the 
steps of: 

a) determining a first price for a commodity at a fitet tier for a first customer; 

b) determining a second price for said commodity at \ second tier for said 
first customer; 

c) determining a third price for a first insurance instrument\designed to 
indemnify said first customer against loss resulting from at least one risk associated with 
purchasing said commodity from said second tier; 
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» d) determining a fourth price for said commodity at a first tier for a second 
customer; 

\) determining a fifth price for said commodity at a second tier for said 
second cukomer; 

f) \determining a sixth price for a second insurance instrument designed to 
indemnify said second customer against loss resulting from at least one risk associated 
with purchasing said\pmmodity from said second tier; 

g) displaying^ said first customer the lowest of said first price, the sum of 
said second price and said third price; and 

h) displaying to saictaecond customer the lowest of said fourth price and the 
sum of said fifth price and said sixtlWice. 

15. (Amended) A method for managing the sale of a tier-priced commodity comprising the 
steps of: \ 

a) displaying to a first bidder a first price for a commodity and a first 
insurance instrument designed to indemnify said firsrbidder against loss associated with 
at least one risk associated with the purchase of said commodity; 

b) displaying to a second bidder a second price Vor a commodity and a second 
insurance instrument designed to indemnify said second biddekagainst loss associated 
with at least one risk associated with the purchase of said commodity; 

c) receiving bids for said commodity from said first bicMer and said second 
bidder; and \ 
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